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broadens and manifests itself as more beautiful
and more enduring.

It is enough to compare the disillusion of Cyreni-
anism, under all its forms, with the serenity of a
Bentham or of John Stuart Mill, to understand
how far the idea of pleasure itself, more and more
purified and ennobled, might be reconciled with a
happiness that would be stable and permanent
for all.

The chief necessity is to make a breach between
pleasure and luxury, its logical abuttal. For
sadness, lassitude, and suffering are the three
Fates who conceal themselves behind all voluptu-
ousness. They deprive it of continuance and of
the possibility of being completely satisfied. By
covering with thick ashes a pleasure that has been
experienced, the Fates do not even permit it to be
prolonged by memory. Each pleasure thus bears
within itself disappointment, discouragement, and
death. We can adapt ourselves to their existence
only by modifying their substance. Salt, a bene-
ficial condiment, would kill us if it should become
the sole aliment of the organism. It is the same
with pleasure and voluptuousness, which disturb
both our souls and our bodies.

XXIV.    Here is a pretty experiment that is
easily performed.    The suggestion is made to a